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Sirküler No: 1218
Sayın Üyemiz,
Uluslararası Deniz Ticaret Odası (International Chamber of Shipping-ICS) tarafından
gönderilen 16 Kasım 2021 tarihli Ek-1'de sunulan yazıda, Dünya Sağlık Örgütü'nün (World Health
Organization-WHO) yayınladığı, ülkelerden bildirilen "Yeni Koronavirüs" (COVID-19) akut
solunum yolu hastalık vaka tablosunu içeren güncel istatistiki bilgiler Odamıza iletilmiştir.
Bahse konu yazıda, 15 Kasım 2021 tarihi itibarıyla toplam 252.902.685 adet COVID-19
vakası tespit edildiği, mevcut durumda 220 ülke ve bölgeden vaka bildirildiği belirtilmekte olup,
rapor tarihi itibarıyla en fazla COVID-19 vakası tespit edilen ilk 12 ülke, COVID-19 salgını vaka ve
vefat sayılarının olduğu tablo ve ülkeler hakkında güncel bilgiler bulunmaktadır.
Yazıda ayrıca, COVID-19 salgınıyla mücadele kapsamında uygulanan iyi örnekler ile ülkeler
tarafından sürdürülen aşı programları hakkındaki gelişmelere ait bilgilerin yanı sıra aşağıdaki
konulara yer verilmektedir.
• Dünya Sağlık Örgütü tarafından oluşturulan, COVID-19'a yönelik haftalık epidemiyolojik
ve operasyonel güncel bilgilerin bulunduğu bültenin (https://bit.ly/3cAlY8m) adresinde,
• Dünya Sağlık Örgütü'nün COVID-19 Aşı Takip web sitesinin (https://bit.ly/2Z9Pw9R)
adresinde,
• Uluslararası Sivil Havacılık Örgütü (International Civil Aviation Organization – ICAO)
tarafından hazırlanan ICAO COVID-19 Ekonomik Etki belgesinin (https://bit.ly/3nAJE2R) web
adresinde,
• "Our World in Data" tarafından hazırlanan, ülkelere özgü ayrıntılı bilgilerin olduğu web
sitesinin (https://bit.ly/3kU6FvW) adresinde,
• COVID-19 vakalarına yönelik hazırlanan ve günlük olarak güncellenen veri kaynağına
(https://bit.ly/3HHwXLG) adresinde,
• Denizcilere aşı uygulanan tüm limanların listesinin (https://icma.as/vaccines/) adresinde
yer aldığı belirtilmektedir.
• Ayrıca, acil tıbbi bakıma ihtiyaç duyulması veya bir naaşın ülkesine geri gönderilmesinin
reddedilmesi durumunda denizcilik firmalarının, etkilenen denizcinin durumu, geminin IMO
numarası ve konumu ile ilgili ayrıntıları Natalie.Shaw@ics-shipping.org adresine ileterek, ilgili üye
devletle iletişime geçilmesi için Birleşmiş Milletler kurumlarının bilgilendirmelerini sağlamaları
istenmektedir.
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• Gemilerde aşıların karıştırılması ve oksijen taşınmasıyla ilgili iki yeni belge de dahil olmak
üzere Uluslararası Denizcilik Sağlığı Birliği (International Maritime Health Association-IMHA)
tarafından hazırlanan ICS Covid Rehberi'nin (https://bit.ly/3oTb974) adresinden indirilebileceği
belirtilmektedir.
• Amerika Birleşik Devletleri Ulaştırma Bakanlığı (U.S. Department of Transportation-U.S.
DOT) ile uluslararası ve ABD denizcilik sektörünün yaptığı görüşmeden çıkan Sıkça Sorulan Sorular
Ek-2'de, Singapur Denizcilik Birliği (Singapore Shipping Association-SSA) tarafından yayınlanan
05.11.2021 tarihli bilgilendirme belgesi Ek-3'te yer almaktadır.
Bilgilerinize arz/rica ederim.
Saygılarımla,

e-imza
İsmet SALİHOĞLU
Genel Sekreter

Ek:
1- ICS'in 16.11.2021 Tarihli Yazısı (4 sayfa)
2- Denizcilik Paydaşları Soru ve Cevap Belgesi (9 sayfa)
3- Singapur Denizcilik Birliği’nin 05.11.2021 Tarihli Belgesi (16 sayfa)
Dağıtım:
Gereği:
- Tüm Üyeler (WEB sayfası ve e-posta ile)
- İMEAK DTO Şube ve Temsilcilikleri
- Türk Armatörler Birliği
- S.S. Armatörler Taşıma ve İşletme Kooperatifi
- GİSBİR (Türkiye Gemi İnşa Sanayicileri Birliği
Derneği)
- VDAD (Vapur Donatanları ve Acenteleri Derneği)
-TÜRKLİM ( Türkiye Liman İşletmecileri Derneği)
- KOSDER (Koster Armatörleri ve İşletmecileri Derneği)
- Yalova Altınova Tersane Girişimcileri San.ve Tic.A.Ş.
- UTİKAD (Uluslararası Taşımacılık ve Lojistik Hizmet
Üretenleri Derneği)
- WISTA Türkiye Derneği
- Türk Uzakyol Gemi Kaptanları Derneği
- GEMİMO (Gemi Makineleri İşletme Mühendisleri
Odası)

Bilgi:
- Yönetim Kurulu Başkan ve Üyeleri
- İMEAK DTO Şube YK Başkanları
- İMEAK DTO Meslek Komite Başkanları
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Walsingham House
Ek-1
35 Seething
Lane
London
EC3N 4AH
Tel +44 20 7090 1460
info@ics-shipping.org | ics-shipping.org
This Circular and its attachments (if any) are confidential to the intended recipient and may be privileged. If
you are not the intended recipient, you should contact ICS and must not make any use of it.

16 November 2021
TO:

COVID-19(21)43

LABOUR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
ALL MEMBERS & ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
BIWEEKLY MEMBERS MEETING PARTICIPANTS
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION GROUP PARTICIPANTS

FORTNIGHTLY COVID-19 UPDATE AS OF 15 NOVEMBER 2021
Action Required: Members are invited to note that 252,902,685 Confirmed cases of
COVID-19 7,529,646 additional cases have been confirmed since the last report
2.97% which is a big increase in reported cases. 5,094,826 fatalities were recorded
which is 115,405 additional deaths 2.26% % growth since the last report. 220
Countries/territories have cases. 7,160,396,495 vaccine doses given.












WHO weekly update reports and WHO vaccine Tracker website
ICAO Covid 2021 Economic Impact document
Our World in Data information detailed list of all country-specific sources
Open access to in the daily-updated repository of cases
Global ports currently administering vaccinations to Seafarers are listed Here. Advise
additional locations to Natalie.Shaw@ics-shipping.org.
Members are requested to tell all shipping companies to advise them immediately if
someone requires emergency medical care or if repatriation of a body is denied.
Please then send the details regarding the case, vessel IMO number location and
situation of the seafarer affected to Natalie.Shaw@ics-shipping.org to ensure the UN
agencies are immediately notified to put pressure on the member state concerned.
ICS Covid Guidance documents available for download here including two IMHA
documents relating to mixing vaccines and Oxygen carriage onboard ship.
Sky News Covid 19 Travel Tracker
As travel abroad increases with some restrictions easing, the pandemic is evolving
differently in each country. The Sky News interactive map and country selector shows
the global situation. The colour of the country's name reflects the level of restrictions in
force. See here.
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SITUATION IN NUMBERS BY WHO REGION FOR 15 November 2021

Global
Americas
Europe
South-East Asia

Cases
252,902,685
95,120,017
80,935,224
44,289,689

Eastern Mediterranean
Africa

16,577,338
6,185,290

Western Pacific
TOP 12 COUNTRIES

9,794,363
MOST CASES YESTERDAY

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

USA
India
Brazil
UK
Russia
Turkey
France
Iran
Argentina
Spain
Colombia
Italy

US
Russian Federation
UK
Ukraine
Turkey
Germany
Brazil
India
Romania
Iran
Poland
Thailand

Deaths
5,094,826

HIGH FATALITIES
YESTERDAY
US
Russian Federation
India
Ukraine
Romania
Brazil
Mexico
Turkey
Philippines
UK
Iran
Bulgaria

Australia
Please see MIAL Domestic Border Closures Summary for the latest information
For 32 years, Brisbane Marine Pilots (BMP) has served Brisbane Port’s marine pilotage
needs. that will end on 1 January 2022, when a new company will be responsible for
piloting vessels. Pilot training is a potential source of major risk. Maritime Safety
Queensland’s (MSQ) current proven, approved training requirements are similar to all
other major Australian ports but next year pilotage experience will be acquired through a
new training methodology. Any questions should be sent to Maritime Safety Queensland.
Madagascar
The Social Partners have jointly written to request the assistance of ILO to address a
situation affecting the recruitment and placement of Seafarers from Madagascar. There
was an approach from a number of companies employing Malagasy seafarers before the
pandemic which now seek to offer employment. This may provide some relief for seafarers
and their families who were hit hard financially as they could not be deployed for over a
year. Potential employment could be jeopardised due to an exorbitant cost for visa fees
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applied to grant access to the USA, where most of the seafarers will operate or visit to join
ships. A USA visa application is normally in the region of USD90 to USD110. While the
US Embassy in Madagascar stated that the cost for a C-D1 visa is around USD660. The
position taken by the US Administration is based on a reciprocity fee, in response to the
Madagascar Government setting high visa fees for US citizens. Although the USA has not
ratified the MLC 2006, we have requested a prompt intervention before the Madagascar
Administration to highlight the urgency to review the existing situation and evaluate if it is
possible to discuss the fees issue with the USA Administration.
Malaysia
21 October 2021, Pelabuhan Tanjung Pelepas (PTP), a member of MMC Group became
the first port in Malaysia to extend its maritime industry vaccination program to vessel
crews making their port of call in PTP. The aim is to provide a safe working environment
for vessel crews and port workers. The program was developed based on liners’ request
basis. The first vaccination activity was for crews of Maersk Atlantic on the 21st October
2021. 12 crews were given the first vaccine dose by trained and professional personnel
from Medini Gleneagles Hospital, Iskandar Puteri. Maersk Atlantic was inbounded at PTP
after calling at Penang Port. The vessel will make Singapore its next port of call and return
to PTP on 11th November for a second vaccine dose.
USA
On October 25, the White House released a general Presidential Proclamation on
advancing the safe resumption of global travel during the COVID-19 Pandemic. This has
major implications for non-US citizen seafarers inbound to the US for crew changes.
Proclamation requirements were outlined during a virtual call hosted by the US
Department of Transportation and MARAD. It covers vaccinated individuals enabling them
to have an easier compliance path than those not vaccinated and supports the view of the
Administration that vaccination is fundamental to pandemic exit. Key components are:














Effective date – November 8, 2021
Proclamation applies to non-US citizens inbound to the US by air but conflicting
information in CDC documents include application to both non-US and US citizens
Excludes land border entries or individuals arriving at seaports
Prohibits entry for individuals who are not fully vaccinated with certain exceptions (see
section 3.b. of the proclamation)
Section 3.b.ix for exception to “any noncitizen seeking entry as a sea crew member
traveling with a C-1 and D non-immigrant visa, if such crew member adheres to all
industry standard protocols”
Those fitting into the exceptions category not fully vaccinated must provide proof of predeparture testing, take precautions during travel e.g., wear a face mask, provide proof for
post-arrival COVID testing arrangements, provide proof of arranging self-quarantine or
self-isolate upon arrival and agree to full vaccination within 60 days of US arrival.
Confusion about 7-day self-quarantine for non-vaccinated individuals even if negative test
results CDC documents state you MAY need to do so. CSA is investigating this.
Fully vaccinated = the period 2 weeks and after the last dose (single or, two dose)
Acceptable vaccines are those approved by the US FDA (Jansssen/J&J, Pfizer, Moderna)
and additional WHO approved vaccines (AstraZeneca, Covishield, BIBP/Sinopharm,
Sinovac)
Acceptable vaccination proof includes verifiable records (digital/ paper e.g., vaccination
certificates), non-verifiable paper records (vaccination record or certificate printout) and
non-verifiable digital records (digital photos of vaccination card or record).
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KEY QUESTIONS ARISING
Pre-Travel Enhanced Testing







Previously, all travelers needed to produce a negative viral test result within three days
of travel to the United States.
Nucleic acid amplification tests e.g., a PCR test, and antigen tests qualify.
The new system tightens the requirements, requiring unvaccinated U.S. Citizens & LPRs
to show a negative test taken within one day of travel.
All fully vaccinated U.S. Citizens and LPRs traveling to the United States should produce
vaccination status documents alongside a negative test result.
For Americans who can show they are fully vaccinated, the current requirement remains
to produce a negative test result within three days of travel.
Anyone traveling to the US who cannot show proof of full vaccination, must provide a
negative test document within one day of departure.

Unvaccinated seafarers post air travel: CDC testing website
Those not fully vaccinated and allowed to travel to the United States by air through an
exception are required to:
 Get tested with a viral test 3-5 days after arrival, unless holding COVID-19 documentation
of recovery in the past 90 days. (Two viral test types can be used: nucleic acid
amplification tests (NAATs) and antigen tests.)
 Stay at home or in a hotel room and self-quarantine for a full 7 days, even if testing
negative, unless having documentation of recovery from COVID-19 in the past 90 days.
 Isolate if the test result is positive or COVID-19 symptoms develop.
 become fully vaccinated against COVID-19 within 60 days of United States arrival or as
soon as medically appropriate, if intending to stay in the United States for 60 days or
longer, unless having a medical contraindication or too young to be vaccinated.
Relevant Links and Documentation
Presidential Proclamation – Text -See Here
Fact Sheet: Biden Administration Releases Additional Detail for Implementing a Safer,
More Stringent International Air Travel System | The White House
State Department Air Traveller's Website:See Here
CDC International Travelers Website:See Here
CDC Requirement for Proof of Negative COVID Test / Covid recovery documents See Here
CDC Requirement for Proof of COVID Vaccination for Air Passengers -See Here
Natalie Shaw
Director Employment Affairs

Ek-2
Questions from U.S. DOT calls with International and U.S. Maritime Industry
1. Is the USA vaccination card accepted worldwide? Currently it is just a piece of paper it has
hand-written name and vaccinated on it which is not accepted worldwide. Rest of the world
issues QR code to person vaccinated.
At this time, the best record of COVID-19 vaccination for people vaccinated in the United
States is the CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card. However, it may not be accepted as
proof of COVID-19 vaccination for domestic or international travel because there are no
globally recognized standards for COVID-19 vaccination documentation. Jurisdictions make
their own determinations regarding what types of documentation to prove COVID-19
vaccination status are acceptable.
2. For arriving unvaccinated mariners, the requirement is for a second negative test within 3-5
days of arrival. For mariners who join a vessel that departs the US prior to the 3-5-day
period, what would the United States government like us to do in this case?
Non-cruise ship mariners who are noncitizen, nonimmigrants arriving to the U.S. via aircraft
and have not been fully vaccinated must get tested with a viral test 3-5 days after arrival in
the U.S., unless they have documentation of having recovered from COVID-19 in the past 90
days. Non-cruise ship operators and mariners have several options to fulfill this requirement:
• Mariners can visit a shoreside testing facility (e.g., testing at a pharmacy or healthcare
facility).
• Operators can contract with a 3rd party to preform testing onboard the vessel.
• Operators can provide crew with COVID-19 self-tests (sometimes referred to as
home tests or at-home tests) or ask that mariners embark the vessel with their own
self-test.
o CDC recommends that if self-tests are used, they should be conducted under
supervision of tele-medicine personnel.
All mariners whose post-arrival test is positive for COVID-19 or who develop COVID-19
symptoms must self-isolate until criteria are met for discontinuation of isolation according to
the most current CDC guidance. Those who have recovered from COVID-19 in the past 90
days should consult with a healthcare provider for testing recommendations.
3. Does the answer to the question above also apply to unvaccinated American-national
mariners flying back to the US after disembarking a ship overseas?
The requirement to provide a proof of vaccination before boarding a flight to the U.S. does
not apply to U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals, U.S. lawful permanent residents, and immigrants,
regardless of vaccination status.
However, effective November 8, 2021, before boarding a flight to the U.S. from a foreign
country, all air passengers– 2 years of age and older and regardless of citizenship– are
required to present a negative COVID-19 viral test result (within a time period based on their
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vaccination status) or present documentation of having recovered from COVID-19 in the last
90 days.
•

•
•

For people who are fully vaccinated, the viral test must be conducted on a
sample taken no more than 3 days before the flight’s departure. If the test was done
2-3 days before the flight, you must show proof of being fully vaccinated against
COVID-19.
For people who not fully vaccinated, the viral test must be conducted on
a sample taken no more than 1 day before the flight’s departure.
People who recently recovered from COVID-19 may instead travel
with documentation of recovery from COVID-19 (i.e., their positive COVID-19 viral
test result on a sample taken no more than 90 days before the flight’s departure from a
foreign country and a letter from a licensed healthcare provider or a public health
official stating that they were cleared to travel).

For more information about these testing requirements, visit Requirement for Proof of
Negative COVID-19 Test or Documentation of Recovery from COVID-19.
Also, while not required for U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals, or lawful permanent residents, or
immigrants, it is recommended that all international travelers get tested with a COVID19 viral test 3-5 days after travel. Travelers should also follow all state and
local recommendations or requirements after travel.
It is also recommended that those who are not fully vaccinated:
Stay home and self-quarantine for a full 7 days after travel, even if they test negative
at 3-5 days.
• If they don’t get tested, stay home and self-quarantine for 10 days after travel.
Mariners who recovered from a documented COVID-19 infection within the past 90 days
(regardless of vaccination status) are not recommended to get tested or self-quarantine after
travel. If they develop COVID-19 symptoms after travel, they should isolate and consult with
a healthcare provider for testing recommendations.
•

For more information, please visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-covid19.html#anchor_1634925927097.
4. With respect to the 24 hour test for unvaccinated mariners, will the airlines base the timing
on the original itinerary as often flights are changed/delayed? ALSO Will the 24 hr. test for
unvaccinated mariners, start with the boarding of the first departure flight as mariners can
have multiple flights with multiple airlines?
All air passengers, which includes mariners, arriving to the U.S. via one or more connecting
flights can be tested within 1 day (if not fully vaccinated) or 3 days (if fully vaccinated)
before the departure of the first flight.
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All air passengers, which includes mariners, also have the option of getting tested en
route during one of their connections. However, please consider whether testing in the
connecting airport testing is available and if it is accessible while in transit. Air passengers
who choose this strategy and are unable to get a test en route will not be able to board their
flight to the United States. Additionally, air passengers who test positive en route will not be
allowed to continue their travel to the United States and may need to stay at that location
until they end isolation.
An air passenger, including mariners, who planned an itinerary incorporating one or more
overnight stays en route to the U.S. will need to make sure his or her test is not expired
before the flight that will enter the U.S. They do not need to be retested if the itinerary
requires an overnight connection because of limitations in flight availability.
If the first flight in an air passenger’s trip, regardless of vaccination status, is delayed past
the 1-day or 3-day limit of testing due to a situation outside of his or her control (e.g., delays
because of severe weather or aircraft mechanical problem), and that delay is 24 hours or less
past the 1-day or 3-day limit for testing, he or she does not need to be retested. If the delay is
more than 24 hours past the 1- day or 3-day, then he or she will need to be retested.
If a connecting flight in an air passenger’s journey is delayed past the 1-day or 3-day limit of
testing due to a situation outside of his or her control (e.g., delays because of severe weather
or aircraft mechanical problem), and that delay is less than 48 hours past the 1-day or 3-day
limit for testing, he or she does not need to be retested. If the delay is more than 48
hours past the 1-day or 3-day limit, then he or she will need to be retested.
For more information, please see the Frequently Asked Questions located here:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-airtravelers.html#anchor_1635127083. CDC will be updating the FAQs as needed over the
coming weeks.
5. Will there be any provision for relaxing the 24 -hour test window before boarding a flight if
such rapid tests are unavailable in some countries and compliance with this requirement is
impossible?
When making plans for travel, mariners should consider the availability of testing capacity
and the time frame needed to obtain results.
For more information on where to obtain a test overseas, mariners should review the
relevant U.S. Embassy website.
Mariners may consider contacting the airline regarding options for changing their departure
date to allow time for a test, see if the airline has identified options for testing, or if there are
options available for changing their flights to transit through a location where they can get
tested before boarding the final flight to the United States.
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Also, mariners may consider using a self-test (sometimes referred to as home test) that meets
the following criteria:
•

•

•

•

The test must be a SARS-CoV-2 viral test (nucleic acid amplification test [NAAT] or
antigen test) with Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) from the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).
The testing procedure must include a telehealth service affiliated with the
manufacturer of the test that provides real-time supervision remotely through an
audio and video connection. Some FDA-authorized self-tests that include a telehealth
service may require a prescription.
The telehealth provider must confirm your identity, observe the sample collection and
testing procedures, confirm the test result, and issue a report that meets the
requirements of CDC’s Order (see “What information must be included in the test
result?” below).
Airlines and other aircraft operators must be able to review and confirm your identity
and the test result details. You must also be able to present the documentation of test
results to U.S. officials at the port of entry and local/state health departments, if
requested.

Please note, some countries may restrict importation of tests that are not authorized or
registered there. Mariners who are considering bringing a U.S.-authorized test with them
for use outside of the United States should contact authorities at their destination for
information before travel.
Furthermore, mariners with connecting flights to the U.S. have the option of getting
tested en route during one of their connections. However, please consider whether
testing is available in the connecting airport testing and if it is accessible while in transit.
Mariners who choose this strategy and are unable to get a test en route will not be able to
board their flight to the United States. Additionally, mariners who tests positive en route
will not be allowed to continue their travel and may need to stay at that location until they
end isolation.
For more information, please visit the Frequently Asked Questions located here:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-airtravelers.html#aircraft. CDC will be updating the FAQs as needed over the coming
weeks.
6. How will "mariner" or "mariner credentials" be identified?
Mariners traveling pursuant to a C-1 (transit) and D (crewmember) nonimmigrant visa must
present this documentation AND an official letter (paper or digital) from their employer
indicating that their entry to the United States is required for the purpose of operating a
vessel that will depart from a U.S. seaport to the airline representative prior to boarding.
For more information, please visit the Technical Instructions located here:
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-safe-travel/technical-
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instructions.html#anchor_1635183128475. CDC will be updating the Technical Instructions
as needed over the coming weeks.
7. What provisions are being made to allow a US mariner, who has to be discharged from a
US-flagged ship in a foreign port because of Covid-19 infection, to fly back to US to obtain
proper medical care?
If there are health emergencies for any reason in a foreign country warranting emergency air
evacuation to the United States, the company should contact the U.S. embassy/ consulate incountry.
Private flights or general aviation aircraft may transport a person who has tested positive for
COVID-19, or exposed contacts, to the United States if they adhere to CDC’s Interim
Guidance for Transporting or Arranging Transportation by Air into, from, or within the
United States of People with COVID-19 or COVID-19 Exposure.
8. When and where will written guidance be available?
Please visit the webpages listed below for more information on CDC’s Orders. CDC will
continue to update these resources as needed over the coming weeks.
International Travel—Information for U.S. Citizens, U.S. Nationals, U.S. Lawful
Permanent Residents, and Immigrants
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-duringcovid19.html
Non-U.S. citizen, Non-U.S. immigrants: Air Travel to the United States
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/noncitizens-US-air-travel.html
Order: Implementing Presidential Proclamation on Safe Resumption of Global Travel
During the COVID-19 Pandemic
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-safe-travel.html
Requirement for Proof of COVID-19 Vaccination for Air Passengers
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html
Technical Instructions for Implementing Presidential Proclamation Advancing Safe
Resumption of Global Travel During the COVID-19 Pandemic and CDC’s Order
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-safe-travel/technical-instructions.html
Amended Order: Requirement for Proof of Negative COVID-19 Test Result or
Recovery from COVID-19 for All Airline Passengers Arriving into the United States
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/fr-proof-negative-test.html
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Requirement for Proof of Negative COVID-19 Test or Documentation of Recovery
from COVID-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
Order: Requirement for Airlines and Operators to Collect Contact Information for All
Passengers Arriving into the United States
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-collect-contact-info.html
9. We’ve read the CDC advice and separately the proclamation on vaccinations for air
passengers into the US and it looks like mariners transiting directly to the ship are exempt.
Can you confirm please?
The Proclamation excepts any noncitizen seeking entry as a mariner traveling pursuant to a
C-1 and D nonimmigrant visa, if such mariner adheres to all industry standard protocols for
the prevention of COVID-19, as set forth in relevant guidance for mariner health by the
CDC. CDC’s Interim Guidance for Ships on Managing Suspected or Confirmed Cases of
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is the relevant guidance for non-cruise ship mariners.
Mariners traveling pursuant to a C-1 (transit) and D (crewmember) nonimmigrant visa must
present this documentation AND an official letter (paper or digital) from their employer
indicating that their entry to the United States is required for the purpose of operating a
vessel that will depart from a U.S. seaport to the airline representative prior to boarding.
For more information, please visit the Technical Instructions located here:
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-safe-travel/technicalinstructions.html#anchor_1635183128475. CDC will be updating the Technical Instructions
as needed over the coming weeks.
Please see the information regarding requirements for testing and quarantine post-arrival by
air conveyance apply for non-cruise ship mariners who are not fully vaccinated against
COVID-19, and without documentation of having recovered from COVID-19 in the past 90
days.
10. When referring to testing, are you talking about a PCR test or a lateral flow test? Lateral
flow tests are less accurate than PCR tests and may put seafarers at risk.
Effective November 8, 2021, before boarding a flight to the U.S. from a foreign country, all
air passengers– 2 years of age and older and regardless of citizenship– are required to present
a negative COVID-19 viral test result, that could be either an antigen test or a nucleic acid
amplification test (NAAT), within a time period based on their vaccination status or present
documentation of having recovered from COVID-19 in the last 90 days. PCR (polymerase
chain reaction) is a type of NAAT. A lateral flow test is a type of antigen test.
•

For people who are fully vaccinated, the viral test must be conducted on a
sample taken no more than 3 days before the flight’s departure. If the test was done
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•
•

2-3 days before the flight, you must show proof of being fully vaccinated against
COVID-19.
For people who not fully vaccinated, the viral test must be conducted on
a sample taken no more than 1 day before the flight’s departure.
People who recently recovered from COVID-19 may instead travel
with documentation of recovery from COVID-19 (i.e., their positive COVID-19 viral
test result on a sample taken no more than 90 days before the flight’s departure from a
foreign country and a letter from a licensed healthcare provider or a public health
official stating that they were cleared to travel).

For more information about these testing requirements, visit Requirement for Proof of
Negative COVID-19 Test or Documentation of Recovery from COVID-19.
For information about the rationale for CDC’s testing requirements, visit Public Health
Guidance for Potential COVID-19 Exposure Associated with Travel.
Non-cruise ship crew who are not fully vaccinated noncitizen, nonimmigrants arriving to the
U.S. via aircraft must get tested with a viral test that could be either an antigen test or a
nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT) 3-5 days after arrival in the U.S.
Answers added on 11/5/21
11. Some confusion has arisen relative to a non-vaccinated seafarer with timely proof of a
negative COVID test and whether they will automatically be subject to a 7 day quarantine
period upon entry to the US for joining a vessel. Requirement for Proof of COVID-19
Vaccination for Air Passengers states that “you may further be required to attest that….(2)
you will self-quarantine for a full 7 days, even if the test result to the post-arrival viral test is
negative…” In this case, the individual will have in hand two negative tests (pre-departure
and post-arrival). The language is confusing at best. Is it stating that you may be required
to make the attestation, or you may be required to self-quarantine for 7 days? As you can
imagine this is problematic for the industry given crew change schedules. Would CDC
permit the inbound seafarer to quarantine aboard the vessel he is joining or would he have to
quarantine shore side before being allowed to join the vessel after 7 days.
The requirements for testing and quarantine post-arrival by air conveyance apply to
non-cruise ship mariners entering the United States as covered individuals who are:
• not fully vaccinated against COVID-19, and
• without documentation of having recovered from COVID-19 in the past 90
days.
Cruise ship crew members must follow the requirements of the Conditional Sailing Order
during and after embarking the cruise ship. If crew will not be immediately embarking the
cruise ship, then they must follow the requirements of the attestation prior to embarking the
ship.
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Non-cruise ship crew:
Self-quarantine Requirements
• Mariners who are embarking the ship the same day they arrive in the United
States, must either:
o Self-quarantine in a single-occupancy cabin with a private bathroom for at
least 7 days after arriving in the U.S., or
o Maintain a “working” quarantine on board the ship for at least 7 days after
arriving in the U.S.
 Please see CDC’s Interim Guidance for Ships on Managing
Suspected or Confirmed Cases of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID19) for additional information regarding “working” quarantines.
• Mariners who are not embarking the ship the day they arrive in the United States
must self-quarantine for 7 days in shoreside accommodations (i.e., a hotel room).
o Mariners who will board the ship before the 7-day self-quarantine period is
completed must quarantine in their hotel until boarding the ship. Once
onboard, these mariners must follow the one of the quarantine options
outlined above for the remainder of their quarantine period.
Testing Requirements
• Mariners must get tested with a viral test 3-5 days after arrival in the U.S. Noncruise ship operators and mariners have several options to fulfill this requirement:
o Crew can visit a shoreside testing facility (e.g., testing at a pharmacy or
healthcare facility)
o Operators can contract a 3rd party to preform testing onboard
o Operators can provide crew with COVID-19 self-tests (sometimes referred
to as home tests or at-home tests) or ask that crew embark the vessel with their
own self-test.
 CDC recommends that if self-tests are used, they should be
conducted under supervision of tele-medicine personnel.
Self-isolation Requirements
All mariners whose post-arrival test is positive for COVID-19 or who develop COVID19 symptoms must self-isolate until criteria are met for discontinuation of isolation
according to the most current CDC guidance. Those who recovered from COVID-19 in
the past 90 days should consult with a healthcare provider for testing recommendations.
12. Specifically, these questions relate to the post-arrival in the U.S. requirement for a COVID19 test withing 3-5 days – as well as a companion requirement which I do not believe was
discussed on our call, which is a requirement for “Self-quarantine for a full 7 days, even if
the test result to the post-arrival test is negative, unless you have documentation of having
recovered from COVID-19 in the past 90 days.” How would these two post-arrival
requirements work for mariners who are going to immediately board container cargo and
other ships (other than cruise ships/large passenger vessels)?
Please see the response above.
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11/10/21 Update
13. CDC advises that they inadvertently narrowed the sea crew exception by including language that

the purpose of travel was to operate a vessel departing from a US seaport. This excluded mariners
transiting the United States to operate a vessel departing in another country, which was not the
intent.
Today CDC updated their Technical Instructions and FAQs to indicate that the sea crew exception
also applies to crew members transiting the United States to operate a vessel departing from
another country.

The updated language can be found in:
•

Technical Instructions: https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-safe-travel/technicalinstructions.html#anchor_1635182986972
Sea crew member traveling pursuant to a C-1 and D nonimmigrant visa
Airlines and aircraft operators must confirm that any Covered Individual claiming this
exception is traveling under the appropriate nonimmigrant visa and has an official letter
(paper or digital) from their employer indicating that their entry to or transit through the
United States is required for the purpose of operating a vessel.

•

FAQs: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html#faqexceptions
o

What documentation do I need if I am a sea crew member traveling with a C-1 and D
nonimmigrant visa?

You will need to show



Your C-1 and D visa; AND
An official letter from your employer (paper or digital) indicating your entry to
or transit through the United States is required for the purpose of operating a
vessel.

 Please note there is a second FAQ in the same section that advises sea crew who are not
fully vaccinated how they can fulfill the post-arrival requirements of the attestation.
Refer to answer # 11 above for details (the blue-highlighted text was inserted today to
match the FAQ).
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Ek-3

Industry Engagement on SeaVax – 5 November 2021

Initial Proposed Requirements
For vessels calling at PSA/JP Terminals

For vessels at anchorage

Only for CAT 1 countries (China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Macau) and selected CAT 2 countries
(Australia, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand)

Only for CAT 1 countries (China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Macau) and selected CAT 2 countries
(Australia, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand)

-ve ART for all crew onboard* at last port of call

-ve ART for all crew onboard* at last port of call

Medically observed -ve ART for all crew
onboard* at least 12 hours before arrival to
Singapore

Medically observed -ve ART for all crew
onboard* at least 12 hours before arrival to
Singapore

Vaccinating crew will disembark vessel for their
vaccination

Vaccinating crew will disembark vessel for their
vaccination

Proposal to the Industry
Crew arriving from the other categories of countries
•

Will be aligned with national policy and EDB requirements for vessels
entering shipyards i.e.
•

At least 10 days from last port of call

•

-ve PCR for all crew onboard* at last port of call

•

Medically observed -ve ART for all crew onboard* at least 12 hours
before arrival to Singapore

•

Crew to be vaccinated by mobile vaccination team

Main Concerns/Feedback from Industry
•

Eligibility criteria and process and requirements
are too complex and restrictive

•

Concerns around ART

•

No pathway for crew onboard vessel to be
vaccinated

•

Uncertainty of availability of 2nd dose / mixed
dose

SeaVax 2.0: Eligibility Requirements

Medically-observed AG test upon arrival for
vaccinating crew only
All other restrictions are lifted i.e. there’s no
restrictions on last port of call etc, 2nd dose / mix dose
All sign-on Crew and Crew from anchorages, JP and
PSA terminals are eligible to apply for vaccination

SeaVax 2.0: Eligibility Requirements

Only AG- crew will be allowed to disembark for vaccination
Crew who are AG+ will isolate him/herself onboard as per MOH 1-2-3
protocol
AG test results will not be recorded anywhere – the purpose of the AG test
is to ensure that the crew coming down shore is clean
Medical Service Provider (MSP) will issue a memo once crew AG test are
cleared
Crew will take a dedicated bus/launch to TPT

Ocean-Going Vaccination Protocol – (for crew onboard vessels at
anchorages)

Ocean-Going Vaccination Protocol – (for crew
at PSA/JP Terminals)

Ocean-Going Vaccination Protocol – (for crew
from holding facilities) No ART needed

Ocean-Going Vaccination Protocol – (for sign-on crew
going onboard the same day) No ART needed

Ocean-Going Vaccination Protocol – (for signon crew going onboard the same day)

Process & Requirements
•

We will commence operations on 15 November 2021

•

Prior application is required 3 days in advance at: https://go.gov.sg/mpa-iccseavax
•

•

This is so that we can advise the relevant authorities such as ICA, of
disembarking crew

24 hours before the scheduled vaccination, following should be provided:
•

Vehicle and driver details

•

Proof of payment

•

Memo from MSP which states that crew are all AG-

Vessels at Shipyards
• SSA

can also
accept
applications for
crew onboard
vessels at
shipyards

For vessels at EDB-managed
For vessels at EDB-managed
marine shipyards for at least 30 marine shipyards staying
days (Phase 1)
less than 30 days (Phase 2)
Inoculation fees only: SGD120

Inoculation fees + cost of
vaccine: SGD185

Request from SSA
•

Championed your feedback

•

All restrictions lifted, all pathways for crew to be vaccinated

•

Simplified applications

Companies to provide SSA their forecasted number of crew
that will be vaccinated in Singapore

Call for nominations: MaritimeSG Care Award
•

MPA is launching a pinnacle award in recognition of maritime personnel who have made significant
contributions for the industry /or achieved excellence in care during COVID19

•

Purpose is to showcase and profile inspiring acts of care and contributions, and encouraging more
individuals and companies to recognise staff and fellow colleagues who have gone beyond their call
of duty to contribute and care for individuals/Industry

•

Open to all nationalities working in Singapore registered maritime company and for seafarers who
are on Singapore Registered Ships.

•

Nomination forms available online https://go.gov.sg/maritimesgcareaward.

•

Closing date : 16 November Tues 2359hrs
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